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NEWS FROM STATE STREET
Joseph F. Vitale, Senator, District 19

	 As promised last month, this month’s column will recap the new 
annual State Budget enacted on June 30. In summary, the Fiscal Year 2026 
budget reflects the State’s commitment to fund programs that improve 
the lives of all New Jerseyans by providing record funding for property tax relief and 
schools, investing in higher education and healthcare, investing in our local communi-
ties and easing cost burdens for families and seniors. In order to do so, we had to make 
some hard choices such as narrowing priorities, limiting new spending and cutting mil-
lions through efficiencies. 
	 Of the $58.7 billion budget, 49 percent of the entire budget supports direct 
and indirect local property tax relief, including $4.3 billion to fully fund the Senior 
Freeze and ANCHOR, and StayNJ property tax relief programs. Seniors and disabled 
residents, if you haven’t done so already, all three programs can be applied for under the 
PAS-1 application mailed to senior citizen and disabled homeowners and renters this 
past winter and spring. You can apply via a paper application at my district office at 
732-855-7441 or visit the State Treasury website to apply online at nj.gov/treasury/taxa-
tion/relief. For non-seniors, property tax relief for homeowners and renters continues 
through the ANCHOR program this summer as you will receive a postcard in the mail 
from Treasury in late August, early September about how to apply. 
	 The largest piece of indirect property tax relief is School Aid, which is funded 
by our State Income Taxes, coming back to Woodbridge. Once again, the State is fully 
funding K-12 public education according to the school funding formula for the second 
time in state history. In doing so, the Woodbridge Twp. School District, once the most 
underfunded district in the State eight years ago, is now at full funding of $124 million, 
which means Township property taxpayers are no longer picking up a disproportionate 
share compared to other towns. The budget also invests more for college affordability 
such as supporting county college operations, four-year public universities and need-
based tuition assistance grants. 	
	 We are upholding our Jersey values by investing in our residents’ needs such as 
continuing to expand free school meal eligibility to public and private K-12 students, 
ensuring that as many students as possible have a healthy, nutritious meal before and 
during the school day. We lead the nation in school funding from state and local taxpay-
ers so we have to make sure our kids are maximizing those resources and not thinking 
about when and where their next meal will come from. If you are a parent of a school 
age child, check with your school about how to apply. With the cost of food items 
remaining stubbornly high and federal cuts to food programs, this budget strategically 
invests more money into local food pantries and local farmer programs to deliver Jersey 
Fresh produce to food pantries and directly to school cafeterias. 
	 We are honoring our promise of retirement security to 700,000-plus public 
sector retirees by making a fifth consecutive full pension payment. Governor Murphy’s 
legacy will undoubtedly include his dogged commitment to improving the State’s fiscal 
footing as together with the Legislature we have annually enacted budgets with a respon-
sible surplus to protect against economic downtowns as well as improve the state’s credit 
rating. The credit agencies have taken notice too and since 2018 New Jersey has received 
six credit upgrades and positive credit outlooks which will save taxpayers millions in 
future borrowing costs. A healthy budget surplus is one thing, but we are also paying 
down and avoiding new debt at the same time. 
	 The State once again made moves to draw down additional federal dollars to 
support reimbursement rates for New Jersey healthcare providers. Historically, New 
Jersey is a “donor state” in terms of sending more money to Washington than we get 
back so we are trying to flip the script by bringing back more through new Medicaid 
initiatives that ensure higher reimbursement rates. As a State, we not only want our 
residents to receive affordable and quality healthcare, but we also want our healthcare 
providers to stay and grow in New Jersey. 
	 The 19th District was the recipient of several budget earmarks to support 
local infrastructure projects. For example, Woodbridge received $4 million towards the 
continued rehabilitation and modernization of the Sewaren marina area. The area has 
and continues to undergo numerous infrastructure improvements including drainage, 
dredging, bulkheads, flood resiliency, parking, lighting and new or improved recreational 
amenities such as the tiki bar and rehabilitated dog park. 
	 Separate from the budget, the Legislature and Governor provided all munici-
pal, school and county governments with new savings by allowing them to advertise 
their public legal notices online instead of in local print newspapers which was costing 
New Jersey property taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars annually in print advertising 
costs. 						      COUGHLIN cont. on right...

	 As we approach the warm weather this summer, here are 
some helpful reminders and resources that may benefit you and 
your family. 
	 Remember to stay hydrated, wear light clothing, and limit 
excessive or strenuous physical activity.
	 When there is an emergency heat advisory, cooling centers are activated. To 
find the cooling center closest to you, call or visit 211, New Jersey Office of Emergency 
Management, or contact Middlesex County’s Emergency Management Office. To moni-
tor weather conditions, visit the National Weather Service. 
	 Vulnerable populations impacted by heat include pregnant individuals, new-
borns, children, the elderly, and individuals with chronic illnesses. These groups should 
be checked in on by friends or family and they should avoid spending excessive time 
outdoors in extreme heat and be mindful of symptom presentation of heat cramps, heat 
stroke or heat exhaustion. 
	 With extreme heat, the possibility of a power outage is more likely. If you expe-
rience a power outage, utilize a cooling center and/or contact 211. Prepare flashlights, 
alternative power sources, store non-perishable food and water, access to a working 
phone, and speak with your medical provider if you depend on a medical device pow-
ered by electricity or refrigerated medicine before an emergency. 
	 Your medical device can be registered with the State of New Jersey Office of 
Emergency Management NJ Register Ready program. NJ Register Ready alerts local offi-
cials in advance about your need for additional assistance in an emergency, you can reg-
ister by dialing 211 and speak with an operator or by visiting https://www13.state.nj.us/
Special Needs
You can also register with your local police department and local or County Office of 
Emergency Management to record your needs if there is a blackout. When you call, 
ask for the Access/Functional Needs Coordinator or the County OEM Coordinator for 
Middlesex County. 
Helpful Resources
211; Text ‘ReadyNJ’ to 898-211, Dial 211 or Visit www.nj211.org
National Weather Service www.weather.gov
State of New Jersey Office of Emergency Management www. nj.gov/njoem
Woodbridge Police Department (732) 634-7700
Woodbridge Emergency Management Office (732)-602-7361
Middlesex County Office of Emergency Management Coordinator (732)-316-7194
Dial 911 in an emergency 

COUGHLIN cont...
The new law, which will take several months to be fully implemented, will continue the 
long-held public interest of transparent government by requiring that all notices, e.g. 
public body meeting schedules, zoning or planning notices, public auction of surplus 
property and foreclosures among other examples be posted on each local government’s 
website as per their current statutory timelines. 
	 I wish my readers a safe and enjoyable summer season and good luck in the 
upcoming school year. 


